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,TRADE SUGGESTIONS FROM UNITED STATES 
CONSULS. 

Commercial Travelers in Austria.-The regulations 
governing commercial travelers in Austria have re
cently beim amended by a ministerial order. While 
the principle of state control is still maintained, many 
of the objectionable features, or rather interpreta
tions, of the o'riginal statute have been' modified. 

As heretofore, orders for the following commodities 
may be solicited without license: 

1. Machines, including motors, and parts thereof. 
2. Building material, artificial stone, roofing felt, 

and artificial paving material. 
3. Technical appliances for heating apparatus and 

light and water plants. 
4. Wooden shutters and window blinds. 
5. Sewing machines, typewriters, and bicycles. 
Other provisions are: 
All commercial travelers soliciting orders for other 

articles of merchandise than those enumerated above 
must be provided with a ncense. Licenses are issued 
by the provincial industrial boards, and application 
therefor must be made, either verbally or in writing, 
by the proprietors of establishments employing travel
ing salesmen. The fee to be paid for a license is 2 
crowns (40.6 cents). 

Unless a license is sooner revoked for cause, it re
mains valid until its owner severs his connection with 
the person or firm at whose instance it was granted. 

A commercial traveler must always carry his 
license with him. 

Whoever offers gold or silver watches or jewelry 
fo'r sale must be provided, in addition to the license 
given him by the industrial board, with a special. per
mit from the imperial assay office of the district in 
which he is registered. This document must be pro
duced to and visaed by every assay officer· in whose 
district its owner desires to do business. It author
izes the licensee to sell to dealers, and to dealers only, 
such gold and silv.£r .ware as bears the Austrian assay 
mark and no other. The sale of plated ware is pro
hibited and the supplies carried by salesmen are 
always subject to inspection and test by assay officials. 

Traveling salesmen who are in the employ of mer
cantile or industrial firms are permitted to carry only 
samples of the goods which they offer for sale, and 
these samples must be marked liy their employers as 
such. 

No change has been made in the status of foreign 
salesmen, who now, as before, require only such docu
ments as the commercial treaties with their respective 
countries stipulate.-Frank W. Hossfeld, Consul at 
Trieste. 

Sawmills and Lumber in Cuba.-Many complaints 
have been made here relative to the lack of milling 
facilities for dressed lumber. A lumber dealer of 
this city, Mr. Hunter, states that there are only two 
small sawmills here, neither of much utility, and 
they charge exorbitant prices for dressing lumber
$9 per 1,000 feet. He has leased for four years, with 
the privilege of buying at the expiration of that time, 
the best milling site in Cienfuegos, and he offers this 
site free of rent to any enterprising American who 
will establish a modern sawmill here. He will 
promise the American all of his own sawing, and no 
doubt he would receive the work of the many large 
plantations in this province and that of the new 
Cuban Central Railroad. Mr. Hunter says that there 
is a great local demand for doors, window frames, 
and moldings at very profitable prices, these articles 
being now imported from the United States under 
heavy rates of duty. 

The fact that an American firm has established a 
good sawmill in Habana and is now buying logs in 
this port and shipping them to the mill, paying freight 
rates equal to a shipment to the United States, makes 
it apparent that the establishment of a mill in this 
city under the conditions mentioned wou1d be very 
p rofitable. My own investigations along this line 
substantiate Mr. Hunter's conclusions. 

In connection herewith, I would mention that the 
two principal export woods of Cuba-mahogany and 
cedar-are steadily enhancing in value, and the 
holders of the choicest timber lands on the north 
coast, as well as those holding lands adjacent to the 
new Central Railroad, are advancing their prices. 
Nevertheless, there are good mahogany lands on the 
south coast of Cuba that may yet be bought at a low 
figure.-Max J. Baehr, Consul at Cienfuegos. 

Sand Bricks in Germany .-Owing to numerous ' in
quiries from persons in the United States as to further 
details of the manufacture in Germany of bricks made 
of sand and lime and described in reports from the 
former consul at Magdeburg,* the present consul, Mr. 
W. A. McKellip, was led to investigate the matter and 
prepare an elaborate report, which he transmitted 
through the Department of State to a firm which 
had requested full details, together with pamphlets 
and other exhibits. In this report, Consul McKellip 
expressed the opinion that patented processes are not 
now necessary in Germany in making this kind of 
bricks, and quotes authorities to show that other sys
tems are used, for which no licenses are required. 
The consul adds: 

Whether the process for combining lime and sand 
can and will be perfected, so that artificial stone or 
brick can be produced in our country for building and 
other purposes as cheaply (in view of durability and 
other qualities) as clay brick or natural stone, is a 
problem yet to be solved; it has not been satisfactorily 
determined in Germany. If it can be done, I doubt 
not that the scientific ability and inventive genius of 
Americans will so improve existing methods of mak
ing this stone as to finally settle the question. 

The consul concludes by saying that persons who 
. are interested can obtain full details as to present 
methods in Germany by addressing manufacturers 

'of brick machinery in Germany, who will cheerfully 
give the necessary information. Among these manu
facturers, Mr. McKellip mentions the Krupp Works, 
of Buckau; Messrs. Roehrig & Koenig, of Magdeburg
Sudenburg; the Association of Manufacturers of Lime 
and Sandstone, of Charlottenburg; Brueck, Kretschel 
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& Co., of Osnabriick; and Stahl and Eisen Aktien 
Gesellschaft, of Hoerde (Westphalia). 

Copper Sulphate Bids in Greece -The Currant Bank 
of Greece has made public its decision with regard to 
the bids for the 1,000 tons of sulphate of copper re� 
ferred to in my telegram of December 18, 1902,* and 
rejects all offers on the ground that the pricee and 
terms submitted are not compatible with pl'evailing 
market conditions. The prices have net, of course, 
been made known, although it is generally understood 
that all bids were far in excess of the American bids 
of last year, arid in most cases $10 to $15 per to'n 
higher than what is considered an average retail 
price. American firms are not concerned in this mat
ter, however, since the only firm that had a repre
sentative in the field prepared to meet the conditions 
was prevented from entering the contest at the last 
moment by the destruction of one of its largest plants. 

It is to be regretted that other American firms 
should not have deemed it worth while to consider the 
proposition of the Currant Bank. There is'''''no certain 
way of knowing the issue in such a casil� but the facts 
seem to indicate that any American firm which could 
have met the conditions could also have underbidden 
European firms and secured the contract, and this view 
may be strengthered by a comparison of the success· 
ful American bid with the European o'nes of last 
year, in which the American was $5 per ton below the 
lowest European. The bank is now advertising for 
bids of any number of tons under 1,000, in the hope 
that it may procure the desired quantity at more 
acceptable figures.-Frank W. Jackson, Consul at 
Patras. 

. -Opening for Paper Barrels in Greece.-Inquiries 
have been made at this consulate by one of the most 
Gxtensive wine eompanies of Greece for the names of 
American manufacturers of barrels from paper. That 
such a process has been reached among our manu
facturers I have no reason to doubt, as compressed 
paper has come to serve the purposes of wood, and 
o'ccasionally of iron, in many instances, but in the 
lists of manufactured products on file in this office 
there is mentioned no factory of paper barrels. I 
shall be glad to have addresses for the wine companies 
here, in the hope that a profitable trade may be de· 
veloped. One of the obstacles which the wine trade is 
constantly meeting is the expense co'nnected with the 
importation of staves and casks. There is no timber 
suitable for local manufacture, so that exporters of 
currants, as well as manufacturers of wine, must de· 
pend entirely upon the foreign markets· for their 
supply of staves. So far as I know, American firms 
have never succeeded in obtaining a hold upon this 
trade with Greece, although efforts were once made 
by firms in our Northwestern States to ship staves by 
vessels around Cape Horn. Their failure, if it was 
not due to some cause foreign to the trade-as for 
instance, to difficulties encountered in the negotia
tions.::.cmust have resulted from an inability to com
pete- in transportation rates, since we have staves in 
unlimited quantities.-Frank W. Jackson, Consul at 
Patras. 

C irculars for Germany.-Under. date of February 4, 

1903, Consul J. J. Langer writes from Solingen: 
Advertiiling matter is frequently received by COll

cerns here from manufacturers in the United States 
which, being in the English language, is of practically 
no value. A local hardware dealer some time ago re
ceived catalogues of wire fences. While he was inter
e�ted, he could not understand the description, the 
sizes being expressed in inches and pounds, and, even 
after reducing these to the metric system, he could' 
tell nothing of the detailed construction. He would 
not, he said, o'bject to giving them a trial, but would 
not order them without knowing more about them. 
When an American manufacturer desires to introduce 
goods into this country, he should find some respon
sible agent to keep stock, or at least a full line of 
samples on hand, and let him introduce the article 
among the trade. Better still, of course, where larger 
sales come into consideration, is to send able sale3-
men who can speak the German language, select the 
houses they wish to deal with, and make arrange
ments as to terms, etc. If printed matter is used, it 
should certainly be in the language of the country to 
which it is sent. 

AutomobiJ.es in Guadeloupe .-Consul L. H. Ayme, of 
Guadeloupe, under date of January 24, 1903, writes: 

A daily automobile service has been established be
tween this city and the town of Ste. Rose. This 
service is the first step toward the substitution 
throughout the colony of automobiles fo·r the archaic 
stage coaches which were the only means of land 
transport. The Ste. Rose line began running January 
1 and has proved a success. On March 1, two new 
lines will be established, one from this city to Basse 
Terre and the other from this city to Le Moule. The 
automobiles used are of French manufacture, with 
gasoline engines as motive power. They are well 
made, handsome vehicles and carry ten passengers 
besides the chauffeur and his' assistant. The prices 
charged are about the same as for the old stage 
coaches. 

New American Shoe Machines in England.-Seven 
of the new American shoe machines, which do'  the 

. work known as "pulling over," have been introduced 
into Leicester, a great shoemaking place in this con
sular district, by the British United Shoe Machinery 
Company. Each of these machines displaces 12 work
men. By what is enthusiastically described as a 
"beautiful combination' of power-driven and perfectly 
balanced spring pincers," it automatically takes all 
the stretch out of the upper of a boot, brings the 
whole into the perfect shape of the "last," and auto
matically fixes the upper to the inso'le. One machine, 
worked by a single operative and two or three boys 
doing simple preparing, "pulls over" 60 dozen pairs 
per day :lnd can keep three consolidated lasting ma
chines in full work. The operation of this machine 
has been a revelation to both employers and work
men at Leicester. 

It is well known that English workmen are pecu-
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Iiarly antagonistie to, and well organi�ed against, 
the introduction of lalJor-saving machinery. The new 
shoe machines are exceptionally open to the objections 
which they are accustomed to urge. Steps are there
fore !.ieing taken to meet the workmen on some sort 
of compromise, with a view to whiCh a conference be
tween the National Boot Operatives' Union and the 
National Federation of Manufacturers is propose d.
F'rank ,V, Mahin, Consul at Nottingham. 

Opening for Dredge in Syria .-Consul W. R. Davis 
writes from Alexandretta, January 20, 1903: 

The improvement commission is conSidering a new 
plan 1»r- reclaiming the marsh (about 6 square miles 
in area) that lies near this city. Part has been tilled, 
and it is now proposed to dig a canal from the sea 011 

the west of the town, which shall bend to the south 
and end at the sea on the east, being some 3 miles 
long, with a depth of 12 feet and a width of 50 feet, 
making it navigable for water craft of 100 to 200 tons 
burden. An allowance of 2,000 liras ($ 8, 800) has IJeen 
made, and the authorities seem to be will ing to spend 
that sum fo'r a dredge. Circulars or price lists of 
dredges should give cost c. i. f. at Alexandretta. ]'ree 
on board at New York is not sufficient, as tuansship
ments add much to the cost, and it is necessary that 
expenses be kept at the minimum. 

Opening for Potato-Starch Machinery in Russia.
Vice-Consul Hernando de Soto writes from Warsaw, 
January 2� 1903: 

I am reliably informed that 12 new factories for 
potato starch are in course of erection in this consular 
district, which is due to the large crops in this sec
tion G'f Russia. About 90 potato-starch factories are 
already in operation. There is a large deman(j for 
machinery for the manufacture of this starch, an(l 
there is a decided tendency to give preference to all 
foreign machinery other than German. I have he en 
requested to obtain offers from American mamlfaetur
ers as promptly as possilJle. Offers may be (lirecterj to 
Bronislaw Oderfeld, 17 Ujasdowska Aleja, Warsaw, 
who, I am informed, is a reliable agent. Prices should 
be stated f. o. b. New York, or if possible, delivered at 
Stettin, Germany. 

Mosquito Screens in Lourenco Marqu ez. -Consul VV. 
S. Hollis, of LourenQo Marquez, under date of Decem
ber'16, 1902, reports that there is an opening for the 
sale of mosquito netting in that district. The consul 
says: 

This place has long been noted for its mosquitoes 
and for its malarial fever. Until a year ago, the only 
nettings used were the canopies for IJeds. Recently, 
some of the foreign residents have had mosquito 
screens put in their doors and win(lows, and this i dea 
is now beginning to gain popularity. I would suggest 
that American manufacturers of mosqnito nettings, as 
well as manufacturers of screen doors anr! win(jow 
screens, send samples of their rliffnrf'nt mal(eR, with 
complete price lists, to this consulate. They will be 
placed before interested parties. 

Dem3nd for American Peanuts in France.--Consul
General R. P. Skinner, of Marseilles, under (late of 
January 31, 1�03, says: 

I am in receipt of inquiries from local importers 
for the adrlresses of exportnrs in considerable quan
tities of American peanuts. During last year, some 
10,000 bags were received in Marseilles, and t.he ail 
into which they were manufacturer! was of good qual
ity, although the quantity was rather less t.han that 
derived from the same weight of African nuts. The 
demand here is practically unlimitpd, if American ex
porters can meet prevailing pric0.s. At the present 
time, these prices range from $3.�5 to $4.73 per 220 
pounds c. i. f. for African nnts in the shell. It is the 
understanding in Marseilles thai the production in the 
United States is increasing very rapidly, and that 
there will be annually increasing Quantities for ex
port from America. 

International Dairy Congress at Brussels .-Consul 
G. W. Roosevelt reports from Brussels, January 28, 
1903: 

The National Dairy Association of Belgium has de
cided to hold an internatio'nal congress at Brussels 
during the month of September, 1903, iml1wdiately 
after the Eleventh Congress of Hygi€'l1€' and Demog
raphy. The dairy ('o:tgrof'S will disCllSS the prinCipal 
subjects now interesting the dairy world, and espec
ially those of international importance, snch as-

1. International convention far the repression of 
fraud in tile hutter and margarine industry. 

2. Hygiene of milk and milk proGncts. 
3. Creation of an international dairy associat.ion. 

Opening for Dredge in Russia.-Vice-Consul H. De 
Soto reports from Warsaw, February 7, ] 903, that L. 
Chelminski, an engineer residing at No. 5 m. 7 Molm
to'Wska, Warsaw, desires to import dredges for river 
work, and wishes to obtain quotations from American 
manufacturers. 
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